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Dear Parents
Happy New Year to all!
During December each section undertook activities to make the festive season special.
These included attending a sleepover, a film and games evening, ice skating, laser quest
and going to the pantomime. Everyone certainly enjoyed themselves, as did the adults
who joined them!
Many thanks to all members, leaders, supporters and parents for making 2019 another
successful year. Every Beaver, Cub and Scout had the opportunity to spend at least
one night away and enjoy adventure and fun activities. Each section took part in a variety
of new and challenging activities organised by our teams of Leaders and the Section
Assistants across our five sections and, when required, help is forthcoming from parents
too.
From time-to-time over the coming year we will be keeping you informed on the activities
of the Group via this new newsletter. We will also let you know about successes and
initiatives and this will help us to plan and request any required help in good time. To start,
we'd like to cover a couple of topics of interest.

How 5th Crawley Scout Group operates
Many of you will know that we have a Scout HQ in Three Bridges where three of our five
sections meet (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts) and the remaining two sections (Beavers and
Cubs) meet at Maidenbower Community Centre. The two parts of the Group are
interlinked e.g Cubs from Maidenbower will in time move through to the Scouts in Three
Bridges, we share the benefits of the Three Bridges HQ as all the camping equipment is
stored there and sleepovers are held there from time-to-time. As the Three Bridges base is
home to more members, it contributes more to the overall funds of the Group, which in
turn collectively supports all sections whether in Maidenbower or Three Bridges.
As far as possible our leaders and their assistants support one section; normally we'd
expect each section to operate with a minimum of three leaders or assistants, with
support from parents. Our Maidenbower Beavers and Cubs do share leaders at the
moment which ideally we’d like to resolve in the near future by adding more support.
We have a committee of trustees who support the Group and its members as a whole
regardless of whether they are based at Three Bridges or Maidenbower; this committee is
made up of leaders and parents and is known as the Group Executive. This team of adults
meets together 4-5 times a year to help manage the way the Group runs and provides
solutions for new initiatives or on-going challenges. Occasionally they need help from the
wider membership and parents to fulfill their obligations. The new committee met for the
first time in December following their election at the AGM in September.
The next page outlines areas that require immediate attention.
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Leaders, Assistants and Parents more help needed
Like all things over time our needs change and over the next few months we will need extra help at a number
of our Sections to ensure we continue to provide the interesting and fun things our children enjoy, whilst
helping them to gain new skills. We are keen to involve parents more in our weekly programmes. This help can
be relatively informal as occasional helpers participating on a rota basis throughout each term, or responding
to requests for specific events.
We are keen to hear from parents or grandparents who feel they can offer more and help on a more regular
basis perhaps as leaders or assistants. We appreciate that folks are busy and it is our hope than by attracting
enough help across our Sections we can be flexible reflecting the time that people can offer as volunteers.
We presently have an urgent need for additional leaders at Maidenbower Beavers and Cubs (meeting on a
Thursday evening 5.30-6.30 and 6.30-8.00 respectively) and at Scouts (Three Bridges 7.00-9.00). A couple of
extra adults for all sections will make an immense difference! The help required could include helping to
maintain records and supervising activities.
We appreciate that in a number of cases there may be circumstances that parents feel prevent them from
volunteering as leaders or helpers e.g. childcare or work commitments, however we do have other
opportunities that need to fulfilled which may work for you – this may be helping to maintain our
building/grounds in Three Bridges and equipment, or providing support with the administration of the Group
or your child’s section.
Don’t worry, most of us started with little experience of Scouting, however over time we have gained the
knowledge to help in some way. There is no pay but seeing our children develop through having fun and
undertaking small progressive steps is a great reward. No adult volunteer will be out of pocket as we cover the
cost of uniform, training and other expenses where required.
Please can you consider whether you can assist us in some way, perhaps undertaking one of the roles
mentioned below or in other ways – we’d love to hear from you if you can or you know someone who can!
Please let your child’s section leader know or contact me by email gsl.5thcrawley@cdscouts.org.uk or mobile
07584 908766 so we can discuss roles, how you can assist and next steps.

Roles / Tasks we need help with
Below is a list of the help we need. Please think about what you, or another family member, might be able to
do to contribute to the running of our successful and growing Scout Group. Many hands make light work!

Leaders, Section Assistants, Occasional Helpers
Helping at Maidenbower Beavers (Thursday evenings 17.30 - 18.30)
Helping at Maidenbower Cubs (Thursday evenings 18.30- 20.00)
Helping at the Scout Troop Three Bridges (Thursday evenings 19.00-21.00)
Helping at Three Bridges Beavers (Monday evenings 18.45 - 19.45)
Group Administration help with letters, record keeping, minutes and similar (occasional)

Other tasks and projects
Redecorating main hall and toilets at Three Bridges HQ (By end of March)
Providing electric lighting and power in storage shed Three Bridges (By end of March)
Removal of weeds from one area of Three Bridges HQ (By end of March)
Grass cutting at Three Bridges HQ (covering small area 30 minutes each fortnight)
Building maintenance at Three Bridges HQ (as required, simple ongoing repairs)
Organising Group equipment (tents etc) for camps and activities (as required / by arrangement)

If you need any further clarification - we'd welcome the opportunity to explain.

