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Dear Parents, Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
I hope this newsletter finds all our members and their families safe and well. The reason
you will be receiving this by post as well as the usual channels of communications will
become apparent shortly.

How things change!

GSL Eddy Hills
gsl.5thcrawley@cdscouts.org.uk
07584908766

Since our last newsletter things are very different and our priorities as individuals and
families have taken on new perspectives. Who would have thought, at the beginning of
the year, that our regular physical meetings would need to be suspended in this way.
Since late March, as a Group, we've been looking at different ways to stay in touch with
our members. This started with the Scouts holding a video meeting using Zoom and this
has occurred most Thursday evenings since. Week by week all our other sections have
followed suit by ‘meeting’ around the usual time for 30-45 minutes providing a chance to
meet our friends and undertake activities, albeit virtually. We've done origami,
undertaken quizzes, memory games, created a camp art wall, shared Easter bonnet
designs and seen the Beaver's handiwork. Perhaps even more surprisingly Three Bridges
Cubs held a stay at home sleepover which included an on online campfire; the Cubs
made dens at home or in their gardens and slept in them overnight, concluding with a
breakfast get together. A big thank you to all the parents who have accompanied their
children and remained on line, we're keen to keep to our safeguarding protocols and
having parents involved as well helps us achieve this!
As you can imagine this is a new way for us to do things and some things work and others
are not so successful. I appreciate the extra effort put in by all to try and experiment with
new ideas or converting the tried and tested into a new format. If anyone has any
suggestions or would like to try something they have seen or heard about elsewhere
please let your leaders know. You can contact them directly via parents through the
normal channels of communication for our sections.
On the topic of communications not everyone has been able to join the meetings
mentioned above and it has occurred to us that we should not assume that access to the
internet or the apps that we are using is always possible. (I'm happy to admit that I fall in
to that category with WhatsApp, the app that isn’t supported on my vintage phone!)
If it's a case of not having been set up please let your leader know by telephone and they
will work with you to sort it out. Equally there may be other reasons for not being to pick
up the current messages, if this is the case, we can share some of the things we are doing
and plan to do by alternative methods, even by Royal Mail! Probably easiest in the
interests of GDPR to let me know directly what your communication preferences are, and
I can share these with your child's leaders.
We are looking to an outdoor and physical future as well as continuing to plan for the
social distancing in the short term.

Going forward
During the current situation we continue to look after our HQ in Three Bridges checking on security, keeping
the cobwebs at bay and trying to keep the grass in reasonable condition for the days when meetings can
resume. We will need to be guided by Crawley Borough Council as to when we can use Maidenbower
Community Centre once we're out of lockdown. The same applies to the local campsite and hopefully, once
we're able to do so, we can use Stanford for activities and camps.
Given that we will be able to return to some degree of normality this year we are keen to provide some special
event(s) for the members and are inviting ideas for consideration and planning. Our leaders will be canvassing
the young people for their thoughts over the coming weeks so we can explore what can be achieved and make
them reality. Equally if parents have some thoughts on the subject we'd welcome your feedback too.
Please put your thinking caps on.

Group Matters
In line with best practice, we are planning for the Group AGM to be conducted late June probably using
videoconferencing and will invite all parents to join us. As a charity we are bound by certain formalities and we
are rightly encouraged to follow these; we are confident we can do this using technology. We will follow up
with further details nearer the confirmed date.
There have been some comments about subscriptions continuing during the period of suspension of physical
meetings. Many of our normal running costs remain the same these include rent on premises, insurances,
membership fees to the Scout Association, badges, building maintenance, etc.. So we are grateful to parents
continuing to support 5th Crawley during this time. We are happy to review the situation on an individual basis
should this be absolutely necessary.

Roles / Tasks we need help with
The current health crisis has highlighted the generosity of the nation with the response to the call for
volunteers to help with a range of community tasks. Not wishing to distract from the current focus I wonder if
we can call upon the same spirit and seek your help once our physical meetings resume?
We presently have an urgent need for additional leaders at Maidenbower Beavers and Cubs, and for our
Scout Troop. A couple of extra adults for all sections will make an immense difference! We appreciate that in a
number of cases there may be circumstances that parents feel prevent them from volunteering as leaders or
helpers e.g. childcare or work commitments, however we do have other opportunities that need to be
fulfilled that may work for you.
Below is a list of the help we need. Please think about what you, or another family member, might be able to
do to contribute to the running of our successful and growing Scout Group. Many hands make lighter work!
Leaders, Section Assistants, Occasional Helpers
Helping at Maidenbower Beavers (Thursday evenings 17.30 - 18.30)
Helping at Maidenbower Cubs (Thursday evenings 18.30- 20.00)
Helping at the Scout Troop Three Bridges (Thursday evenings 19.00-21.00)
Helping at Three Bridges Cubs (Tuesday evenings 19.00- 20.00)
Helping at Three Bridges Beavers (Monday evenings 18.45 - 19.45)
Group Administration help with letters, record keeping, minutes and similar
Occasional help with repairs, maintenance and gardening

Stay Safe, Stay Well.

